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Facsimile (519) 323-3877 lemaich@northwellington-law.ca
September 8, 2020
The Corporation of the Township of Southgate
185667 Grey County Road 9
Dundalk, ON NOC 1B0

Attention: Committee of Adjustment
(Clinton Stredwick, Municipal Planner)

via Purolator Courier
Dear Clint;

Re:  Rawn Family Farm Request for Validation Certificate Under
Section 57 of the Planning Act

Further to our email correspondence of August 19 and May 28 this will confirm that we
act for Reta Rawn and her four sons Beverley Lyle, Barry Robert, Harvey Scott and Keith
Everett Rawn who are the registered owners of the easterly 70 acres more or less of vacant
land in Lot 55, Concession 3 in the former Township of Egremont. We are requesting on
their behalf that the Southgate Committee of Adjustment issue a Validation Certificate
under Section 57 of the Planning Act to correct a technical contravention of the severance
provisions of Section 50 of the Act by a deed in 1984 from Everett Rawn to his son Lyle
Rawn and his wife Reta Rawn. This property has been in the Rawn family name since 1868
when the Crown patented Lot 55 to George Rawn and it went to Everett Rawn in 1922.

The Committee of Adjustment has power to do this under Section 57(1) and Sections 53
and 54(2.1) because council delegated its authority to give severance consents and also
Validation Certificates to the Committee of Adjustment. The reason that the 1984 deed
from Everett Rawn is only a technical breach of the severance laws is because it excepted
and did not include a 17 foot physical widening of Grey County Road 106 even though the
County did not have an actual deed for the widening. The exception in the 1984 deed was
there because in 1978 Grey County had put a survey on the title to Lot 55 showing the 17
foot strip on it as Part 12 and the survey contains wording that the widening was partially
fenced in 1971 and that the fencing was completed before the survey was done and put on
title in 1978.
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Then in 2003 the county downloaded by By-law 4006-03 County Road 106 at Lot 55 to
the Township of Southgate. Southgate Public Works Manager Jim Ellis confirmed to me
on June 3, 2020 and June 5, 2020 that the 17 foot strip shown on the 1978 survey is
physically part of Southgate Sideroad 41 and the Township maintains it all year round for
all road maintenance operations such as grass cutting, weed spraying, gravel shouldering
and tree maintenance if required and further that there are approximately 54 feet from the
centre of Road 41 to the existing fence line in Lot 55.

We enclose a copy of the part of the survey plan 17R984 showing that it was put on title
on July 18, 1978 as required by J.D. Hubbell (P.Eng.) Grey County Engineer on June 7,
1978, and a copy of the part of the survey showing the Part 12 17 feet out of Lot 55 with
the wording “Post and Wire Fence on Line Existing June 1971” and the “New Post and
Wire Fence”. Also enclosed is a copy of the Service Ontario Property Index Map dated
October 1, 2019 containing a sketch of the 1984 deed property with the number 0143 and
also the road widening strip with the number 0152.

Regulation 144/95 under the Planning Act sets out the criteria for a Validation Certificate
which are similar to a severance application to create a new lot although in this case the 70
acres more or less have been the same as in 1978 when Grey County’s survey went on title.

Please let us know whether you have questions with respect to this request.

Yours very truly,

DEVERELL & LEMAICH
o/b G.W. Deverell, Q.C., Professional Corpor4tjén

GWD/dgd
Encl.
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