Township of Southgate
Conference, Workshop/Seminar & Training Policy #2

Council and Staff Education Evaluation Report

Council, Training, Seminars & Professional Development/Self Study

Participant's Name: Councillor Barbara Dobreen
Course/Workshop/Conference: Overall Evaluation:

(Virtual) Annual Politicians Meeting - 2022 Excellentl | Good m Average I I Poor |
Association/Institution Provider: Name of Instructor:

Bruce Grey Federations of Agriculture Hosted by Grey and Bruce OFA Presidents

Dates Attended: (if online, indicate online) Thursday March 24th, 2022 - 9 a.m. to Noon

Purpose of Attending:

An opportunity to hear directly from the various organizations/AG sectors to better understand the barriers and challenges experienced by farming families across the
region. Presentations will be made available for viewing but were not availiable at this time. The brief provided in advance of the meeting is attached.

Please summarize the contents and the main points of the course: (Attach additional pages if necessary)

Home Grown Campaign - Paul Vickers — Zone 2 Director spoke to the Home Grown campaign "This is Agriculture” video and website - to educate the public and gain
support for land use planning to ensure future food production. Video can be viewed here https://homegrown.ofa.on.ca/

The Drainage Act — The Regulations and recent changes Overview - Links to resources and his contact info is included in his presentation. Extreme events are becoming
more frequent -- On farm drainage plays a role but isn’t necessarily the main contributing factor. Improvements to older drainage systems may need to be improved to
address design, climate and on-farm practices. Farmers can tile drain their own farms or use tile drainage contractors who are trained, certified and licensed by the
province under the act. Only approvals required would be if they are connecting to a municipal drain or the conservation authority if out-letting to a water course.
Presentations from Pork, Dairy, Sheep, Beef, Pine River Watershed, SVCA, OFVG, ALUS Canada, OFA Land Use Planning and Economic Development) are included in
the attached brief. All AG sectors are experiencing labour shortages and access to local abattoirs and the required skilled trade for them requires meat producers to
travel long distances for animal processing. Carbon Tax is greatly affecting inputs across the board.

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers — when considering tree cutting bylaws, please consider the farmer and where possible make them exempt. Apple orchards
alone contribute positively to cooling the environment. Rely heavily on Temporary/Seasonal Foreign Workers. Workers need effective protection but when 8 or more
audits occur over a 2-year timeframe, it is challenging. Fair treatment of workers needs to be balanced with respect for the grower who has proven to be fair to the
worker ... they are workers that return year over year because the grower treats them like family.

ALUS Canada — Alternative Land Use Services — A charitable organization. Through ecosystem services, they help farmers do the right thing for the environment and
compensate them for it one acre at a time. They work to take marginal, environmentally sensitive land out of production and use it to create windbreaks, cover crops,
exclusion fencing, tree plantations and buffer strips, help to produce cleaner air, cleaner water and enhance wildlife and pollinator habitat. 2022 will see 1000 acres
and 100,000 feet of fencing in 10 years in operation.

Land Use Planning Considerations - Impacts for Agriculture in Grey and Bruce Counties — Land use topics covered were Farmland Preservation, MZOs and Merged
Property Titles and impacts they have on agriculture. 175 farmland acres continues to be lost per day. Urban sprawl is a key contributing factor. Urban intensification
needs to be considered ... set the boundaries for settlement areas and protect the surrounding farmland. Build up not out.

Agricultural Profile for Bruce and Grey Countries — An Economic Powerhouse! — Grey and Bruce represents approximately 9% of Ontario farms with more than 200
commodities from food, fibre, flowers and fuel. $47 billion in GDP. Covered Agri-Food trends including land prices, number of operators declining but farm size is
increasing. More greenhouse and organic acres. More direct farm sales and energy efficiencies.

Will you use this information in your role? If yes, explain how:
Yes. Reminds us that the AG sectors are the largest employer and economic driver in our region and how our local and provincial decisions affect them.

Do you recommend that other Council Members/Staff attend this course? If so, who and why?:
Yes. This annual workshop/information session is valuable for Provincial and Federal representatives, as well as the local councils and staff.

Should similar course material be presented in house? If yes, by whom?
The OFA makes a point to reach out to member municipalities throughout the year. Save the date — 2023 Politicians Meeting - Saturday, March 25, 2023

Signature: ;j* Date: 25-Mar-22
























































































